
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Board Meeting   Sept 12 – 7:00 pm (phone) 

Fall Hunt Test   September 14 – 15 

Dock Diving   October 5  

National Specialty  October 18 – 27  

Halloween Party  October 20 
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Pat Depp may still have a need for 

people to help with the Hunt Test.  Dates 

are September 13 -14 at Hambden 

Nursery in Ohio.  Please contact Pat 

Depp at 412-931-0590 or 

pamaande@comcast.net if interested. 
 

mailto:pamaande@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Hunt Test is approaching fast. We have an entry of 55 Master dogs, 26 

Senior dogs on Sat. and 23 dogs on Sun. For the Junior Stakes we have 21 dogs 
on Sat. and 22 dogs on Sun. My workers are in place and will be contacted 

ahead of time as to what station they will be working. 

 
We have a few events coming up in October and November. October 5th from 

1:00-5:00 P.M. we will have a Dock Diving Fun Day at Rustic Lodge in Mt. 

Pleasant Pa. Along with a picnic. There will be a $10.00 fee for guests. Contact 
Candy Verduce at Cverduce59@gmail.com. For more information of this great 

event, 

 
On October 20th we will have a Halloween Party at Misty Pines from 1:00 – 

3:00 P.M.  More information on this yearly event will be on a flyer from Candy. 

 
GPGRC is sponsoring a Heart Clinic. Anyone interested in this Clinic please 

contact Marcy Kronz at Rufwtr2131@gmail.com. Preregistration and 

Prepayment is required. Dr. Eva Sikorska , Board Certified Cardiologist will do 
the procedures of either Echo or Auscultation. 

 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer. For me, it has just blown right past 
me. I can’t believe the kids are back in school already and the nights are 

beginning to cool down. I love this time of year and I know my dogs do too. 

Enjoy it before the snow starts flying. 
 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pat Depp, President 
 

 

 

mailto:Cverduce59@gmail.com
mailto:Rufwtr2131@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

     GOLDEN RETRIEVERS IN NEED RESCUE SERVICE, INC. 
 

               G.R.I.N.’s 13th Golden Gala 
 

                  “Raise the Woof” 
 
             A Night of Licks & Wags & Laughter! 

 
We invite you to join us on Saturday, October 19, 2019 for G.R.I.N’s largest annual fund-raiser being held at St. 
Michaels Woodside Party Center in Broadview Hts.  The doors will open at 5:30 p.m.   Cash bar, family style dinner 
served at 7:00 p.m. (3 entrees, salad, sides, dessert, coffee, tea, soda).   All auctions and multiple sideboards open 
at 5:30 pm.  One Early Bird Raffle, drawing at 6:15. 
 

Reservation Order:   Please reserve _______seats @ $60.00 per person. Attach a note listing whom you 

wish to sit and we will try to accommodate your request. (Tables seat 8 or 9 comfortably, 10 maximum) 

Reservation Order Form/ No tickets sold at the door! 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE & SUBMIT THE ENTIRE FORM WITH YOUR CHECK & RETURN TO ADDRESS BELOW. 
(Please PRINT all information below) 

 

Names of those you are paying for with this reservation: 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of Tickets__________@ $60. Per ticket/ Amount Enclosed_______________Ck No________ 

 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:____________________________________________State__________Zip Code______________ 

 

Contact phone (______)_______________________________Best time to call if necessary_________ 

 

Email:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please complete and return the entire form and your check by mail to: 

G.R.I.N. * Attention Gala Committee * PO Box 24365 * Cleveland, OH 44124-0365 

Please make check payable to: G.R.I.N.  

Any questions, contact …….. director@grinrescue.org.......or 216-269-7012 

We will email or contact you with your table assignments prior to the event.  

 

 

 

mailto:director@grinrescue.org.......or


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Editors note:  while the study reports on horses, it may be of interest to Golden breeders considering frozen semen 

Differences in gene expression in embryos seen 

when frozen semen is used  

 

 

Genes relevant for early embryo development in horses are down-regulated when frozen semen is used, 

researchers have found. 

Down-regulation is the process by which a cell decreases the quantity of a cellular component, such as RNA or 
protein, which are coded by the genes. 

Fernando Peña and his colleagues, writing in the open-access journal PLOS ONE, acknowledged the 

preliminary and descriptive nature of their report. 

“But our data provide strong evidence that cryopreservation of sperm exerts a profound impact on the 
transcriptome (the set of all RNA molecules) of early embryos. 

“As sperm cryopreservation is commonly used in many species, including human, the effect of this intervention 

on expression of developmentally important genes in resulting embryos warrants attention,” they said. 

The researchers said artificial insemination with cryopreserved spermatozoa – more commonly called frozen 
semen – is a major assisted reproductive technology in many species. 

They said the contribution of sperm to embryo development has evolved from the concept that the only role of 

sperm at fertilization is to introduce the male genome into the egg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sperm, they said, carry a myriad of small noncoding RNAs with potential roles in early embryo development. 

In horses, as in humans, insemination with cryopreserved sperm is associated with lower pregnancy rates than 

those for fresh sperm, suggesting that preservation methods are currently sub-optimal. It leads to damage to 

sperm cell membranes and causes metabolic and functional alteration of sperm, particularly of their 
mitochondria. 

However, the direct effects of sperm cryopreservation on the development of resulting embryos are largely 
unexplored, they noted. 

In a study based at the University of Extremadura in Spain, scientists set out to investigate differences in gene 

expression between embryos resulting from fertilization with fresh or cryopreserved sperm. 

Embryos were obtained at 8, 10 or 12 days after ovulation from mares inseminated on successive cycles with 

either fresh sperm or frozen-thawed sperm from the same stallion, effectively providing matched embryo pairs 
at each day. 

RNA was isolated from two matched pairs (4 embryos) for each day for analysis. 

The transcriptional profile – gene expression at the RNA level – of embryos obtained with frozen-thawed sperm 

differed significantly from that for embryos derived from fresh sperm on all days, showing significant down-

regulation of genes involved in biological pathways related to oxidative phosphorylation (an important 

mechanism by which the activity of proteins can be altered after they are formed), DNA binding, DNA 
replication, and immune response. 

The authors say their work provides the first evidence of altered transcription in embryos resulting from 
fertilization with frozen semen in any species. 

Discussing their findings, the study team said the evidence showed that procedures performed during the 

handling of sperm, such as freezing and thawing, have a significant impact on critical aspects of the early 
embryo transcriptome. 

“While the mechanisms behind the effects reported here are as yet unclear, a major factor may be the well-

documented oxidative damage that the genome and epigenome experiences during cryopreservation and 

thawing.” Cryopreservation is a major cause of oxidative stress and lipid peroxidation (degradation) in stallion 

sperm, they said. 

The full study team comprised Peña, José Ortiz-Rodriguez, Cristina Ortega-Ferrusola, María Gil, Francisco 

Martín-Cano, Gemma Gaitskell-Phillips, Alberto Álvarez-Barrientos, and Ángel Román (all with the University 

of Extremadura), and Heriberto Rodríguez-Martínez (Linköping University in Sweden), and Katrin Hinrichs 
(Texas A&M University). 

Ortiz-Rodriguez JM, Ortega-Ferrusola C, Gil MC, Martín-Cano FE, Gaitskell-Phillips G, Rodríguez-Martínez H, et al. (2019) Transcriptome 

analysis reveals that fertilization with cryopreserved sperm downregulates genes relevant for early embryo development in the horse. PLoS ONE 
14(6): e0213420. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0213420 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0213420


 

 









 
 

 

 

 



 

 



Movement Musings 

By Juli Lacey-Black 

In the development of domesticated dogs, we as humans have created a diverse set of animals to fill almost any 

need.  We have dogs that hunt for a wide variety of game over a wide variety of terrain, dogs that guard us, our stock 

and our property, dogs that herd our livestock and dogs that fulfill our companion needs in pretty much any situation.  A 

lot of time, effort and thought has gone into the development of each individual breed to produce an animal to fit the 

human need.  In times past it was a very important job for these amazing animals to hunt for us, providing food for our 

tables and to guard our homes, property and stock so that we could survive a harsh world.  However, today we use 

these great animals less for what they were originally developed for and more as either companions or in some cases 

show dogs.  The question is, at what cost? 

In the conformation show ring you see more and more breeds loosing their quintessential breed type that shouts to all 

“Here I am! I am (which ever breed)!”  It is upsetting to me as a breeder of many decades to see dogs in the ring that 

seem to question just exactly what breed they are.  Have we as breeders, given up the very essence that makes our 

breed – our breed, in order to win the “big ribbon” or to stay high in the over all rankings?  Often you can ask someone 

how they did on any given day and they say “We just won the breed, nothing in the group”, as if that was a 

disappointment and unfortunately even for me, it is.  I like so many others, need to stop and remember that I am a 

breeder first.  A keeper of my breed standard is a job that I have taken on to protect what makes my breed what it 

is.  My job is not to win and rank my dog.  This is a hard thing to remember sometimes in the heat of the competition. 

So, how do you keep that very important fact in the forefront of your mind?  It starts with knowing your own breed 

standard.  When was the last time you read it?  You can’t expect every judge to know every idiosyncrasy of your 

breed.  It is up to you as a breeder to put only the best representative of your breed in the ring.  I was at a show recently 

where the exhibitors outside the ring were actually upset that a judge wanted to read their breed standard before 

judging their breed.  Would they rather that the judge went in and just judged looking for a generic dog?  A dog that 

looks and moves as a “dog” and not necessarily the breed they are exhibiting?  Not all dogs should be built the same 

way nor should they move the same way.  As I said earlier in this article, each breed of dog was developed over a long 

time to do a specific purpose.  Yet when we judge these dogs we are impressed by huge side-gait and dogs that stop 

with all four feet facing perfectly forward.  We look for a level topline, lots of neck ….basically an impressive dog.  But 

what if the breed in question shouldn’t have any or all of those things?  Do you know how your dog should look and 

move to meet its own breed standard?  Not your opinion or interpretation of your standard or what you remember it 

being or even what has been winning big.  The actual requirements of the standard.  If you don’t know this, how can 

you possibly expect a judge who is judging numerous breeds on any given day to know this? 

I remember Annie Rogers Clark once saying to me that if you want a dog that can move…go to the pound, most of 

them can move.  But if you want a good typey representative of your breed…go to a breeder.  These were wise words 

from a very wise woman.  Yet, most of our dogs have roots in a working animal of some sort – be it hunting, herding 

or guarding, should they not also be sound and able to move?  For me the answer is an unequivocal yes! 

So we are left wanting a typey animal that leaves you in no doubt of what breed it actually is and also wanting a sound 

dog that moves correctly for it’s breed.  That’s right…not all dogs should move the same.  The AKC standard for the 

Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen states “Front action is straight and reaching well forward. Going away, the hind legs are 



parallel and have great drive. Convergence of the front and rear legs towards his center of gravity is proportional to the 

speed of his movement. Gives the appearance of an active hound, capable of a full day’s hunting.”  The AKC standard 

for the Border Collie stats “When viewed from the side the trot is not long striding, yet covers the ground with minimum 

effort, exhibiting facility of movement rather than a hard driving action.”  The AKC standard for the German Shepherd 

Dog states “At a trot the dog covers still more ground with even longer stride, and moves powerfully but easily, with 

coordination and balance so that the gait appears to be the steady motion of a well-lubricated machine. The feet travel 

close to the ground on both forward reach and backward push. In order to achieve ideal movement of this kind, there 

must be good muscular development and ligamentation. The hindquarters deliver, through the back, a powerful forward 

thrust which slightly lifts the whole animal and drives the body forward. Reaching far under, and passing the imprint 

left by the front foot, the hind foot takes hold of the ground; then hock, stifle and upper thigh come into play and sweep 

back, the stroke of the hind leg finishing with the foot still close to the ground in a smooth follow-through. The overreach 

of the hindquarter usually necessitates one hind foot passing outside and the other hind foot passing inside the track 

of the forefeet, and such action is not faulty unless the locomotion is crabwise with the dogs body sideways out of the 

normal straight line.” 

 

Incorrect movement - showing over reaching with the rear foot along with moving from the elbow and landing on the back of 

the front foot. 

Did you notice that the standard for the German Shepherd Dog is the only one that states that the dog should actually 

over reach behind with its rear foot passing the front foot on each foot fall? Yet, how often do we see dogs that are not 

German Shepherds in the ring and in advertisements that clearly show that “wow” side gait that has tremendous reach 

and drive, with the rear foot passing the foot fall of the front foot?  This for any dog other than the German Shepherd 

is incorrect movement.  Sure it is flashy…. but it is not correct for the breed.  Gee…. I guess there is type in movement 

after all isn’t there? A correctly built dog will be able to move without over reaching behind and will at times have all 

four feet off the ground.  An incorrectly built dog will have a foot on the ground for balance.  Included are photos of 

dogs that move correctly for their breed and incorrectly for their breed. 

 

http://caninechronicle.com/blogpost/movement-musings/attachment/movement4/
http://caninechronicle.com/blogpost/movement-musings/attachment/movement8-2/


Correct movement - showing the front and rear foot use the same spot to land without passing each other. The dog is also 

reaching forward from the shoulder to land correctly on the front foot. 

To continue on soundness – how many times do you see dogs in the ring that reach from the elbow and not the 

shoulder?  You may ask why does it matter?  If you are looking for a sound dog that can do its job all day, you better 

believe it matters.  A dog that is moving from the elbow is more likely to tire or break down physically and not be able 

to work a full day like a dog that is built more soundly. 

 

Correct movement for a German Shepherd Dog, showing that the dog’s rear foot reaches forward past the 

point of where the front foot lands. The dog also moves correctly from the shoulder reaching well forward 

without lifting his front foot unnecessarily. 

Dogs that move from the elbow tend to do so because their front assembly is not structurally correct or sound.  Often 

dogs with a short second arm or steeply angled shoulder assembly will move from the elbow.  At other times a dog will 

move from the elbow when the length of back to length of rib is off.  A dog with more rear angle than front angle will 

also move from the elbow.  You will see the bottom of the front feet coming up and facing up so that their foot fall is 

actually on the back of their foot and not digging in with the front of their foot for traction.  Often a dog that reaches 

forward from its elbow will also come towards you wide in front perhaps loosely in the elbows and often paddling in 

front.  These are all signs of a front that is for most breeds incorrect.  Another wise person once told me that if you truly 

want to see the front action of a dog moving…send it away from you at a trot.  It is amazing how you can tell unsound 

movement on most breeds (sans bulldog type breeds that are built differently).  You will see elbows flying, feet paddling 

etc.  Below are some photos that clearly show the difference in moving soundly from the shoulder and unsoundly from 

the elbow. 

 

Incorrect movement - moving from the elbow consequently lifting the front foot to land on the back of the foot 

http://caninechronicle.com/blogpost/movement-musings/attachment/movement9/
http://caninechronicle.com/blogpost/movement-musings/attachment/movement6/


 

Correct movement - reaching well forward from the shoulder with no lift of the underside of the foot 

Once again, we see where movement does have a lot to do with breed type.  The dogs,as I keep saying, were 

developed to do a job.  Their development created a breed type.  That breed type is defined in their body structure, 

head piece, sometimes color and coat but almost always movement.  So the next time you see a dog in the ring and 

someone next to you says “why did that dog win?  it can’t move…” think about the breed standard.  If it is a Chow-

Chow that should  have a stilted side gait, kudos for the judge that rewarded that dog over perhaps another dog that 

moved “bigger” but less correctly.  If it is a Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen then shame on the judge who forgot for that 

moment that a PBGV is a dog that should reach well forward and have great drive when moving.  If it was a German 

Shepherd then truly shame on the judge for rewarding a totally incorrect movement.  But…. wait… could it be that the 

person standing next to you doesn’t truly understand soundness and correct movement and does not see that the dog 

in question actually did move correctly?  Perhaps then is the time to educate that person.  We are all ambassadors of 

our breed.  We are all keepers of our breed standards.  Don’t get annoyed at someone that clearly doesn’t understand 

about soundness or correct type… educate them! 

Short URL: http://caninechronicle.com/?p=36641 

 

 
 

Annie owned by Sharon Hackett 

 

http://caninechronicle.com/?p=36641
http://caninechronicle.com/blogpost/movement-musings/attachment/movement7/


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Golden Retrieve Club of America (GRCA) 
 

All Golden lovers are encouraged to join our Parent Club, GRCA.  The GR News is published bi-monthly by 
the GRCA and contains educational articles, provides a forum for issues of interest to Golden owners, 
highlights Golden accomplishments and contains correspondent columns from the Member Clubs across the 
country.  Contact the Editor for more information. 

 
 

 
GREATER PITTSBURGH GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB (GPGRC) 

 

 Member club of the Golden retriever Club of America, Inc. (GRCA) 
Master National Retriever Club (MNRC) 
Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs, Inc. (PFDC) 

 

 Licensed by the American Kennel Club (AKC) for Conformation Shows and Obedience, Rally and Agility 
Trials and Hunt Tests. 

 
 
General Membership Meeting is held the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Membership applications are available from the Membership Chairperson.  Attendance at two Club functions 
(one being a General Membership Meeting) and endorsement of two Club Members is required before an 
application can be accepted.  Dues are:  Regular Membership (individual) - $25.00, a second adult – an 
additional $13.00.  Associate Membership (individual) - $15.00, a second adult – an additional $8.00.  Junior 
Membership - $1.00.  Completed applications and dues are to be submitted to the Membership Chair. 
 
Newsletter is posted monthly on the Club’s Website at www.gpgrc.org.  Club members may request printed, 
mailed copies of the Golden Gait for a fee of $20 per year.   
 
Litter advertisements are accepted from Club Members only on a space available basis.  (Fees are full page - 
$10; half page - $5; quarter page - $2.50.)  Refer to the Puppy Referral Policy and Breeder Code of Ethics for 
required clearances. 
In summary, puppy referral is a service provided to GPGRC Members only.  (1)  Both sire and dam must be 
two years of age or older at the time of breeding; (2) copies of eye clearances within one year of breeding 
must be supplied; and (3) an OFA numbers for hips and elbows must be submitted.  Also hearts must be 
evaluated by an approved veterinary cardiologist. 
 
Acceptance and use of the information provided by GPGRC constitutes an acknowledgment that the user 
hereby releases and indemnifies the GPGRC and its Officers, Directors, Members and Agents from any and 
all liability and damages sustained by the user as a result of any information obtained from this organization. 
 
Title/Award Record Form should be filled out and sent to the Accomplishments Recorder for all Conformation, 
Obedience, Tracking, Agility, Rally, Field Events or Community Service Events before they can be reported in 
the Newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gpgrc.org/


Monthly Meeting 

The monthly meetings are held at the Sisters of Holy Family of Nazareth, 301 Bellevue Rd 15229.  Meeting begins at 7:30 P.M.    
Guests are Welcome! 

Directions from I-279:  Take exit 12 toward US 19/Perrysville Ave.  At Perrysville Avenue, turn left.  Go approximately .8 mile and 
turn left onto Bellevue Road (Sunoco Station on corner).  Go approximately .5 mile and turn right to stay on Bellevue Road.  End 
at 301 Bellevue Road.  Entrance to complex is one way.  Sign will direct you to building.  Yellow brick building behind large red 
brick building is the meeting place.  There is an open parking lot or 2 deck parking garage available. 
 
 
 
 

 
              OFFICERS 
 

 

 

DIRECTORS 

 

 
 
 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

 

 
Accomplishment Recorder 
Kathy Fertal  

fertalkm@verizon.net. 
412-341-2459 
 

 
Equipment 
Chris Killilea 

 

 
Agility 
Roseanna Frankowski 

412-531-1424 
Gina Arch 
412-780-3738 

 
Field Training Day 
Pat Depp 

412-931-0590 

 
AKC Liaison 
Kathy Fertal  

fertalkm@verizon.net. 
412-341-2459 
 

 
GRCA Delegate 
Kathy Fertal 

412-341-2459 
 

 
Community Services 
John Osheka 

412-977-3870 
 
 

 
 
GRCA News Rep. 

Candy Verduce 
412-951-7577 
 

 
Education 
Roseanna Frankowski 

412-531 1424 
 
 

 
GPGRC Webmaster 
Melissa Jarvis 

724-422-5160 

     

GRF Liaison 
Candy Verduce 
412-951-7577 

 

Historian 
Grace West 
412-341-6625 

 Membership 
Grace West 
412-708-8025 

Merchandise 
Rosanna Frankowski 
412-531-1424 

     

Newsletter 
Sally Dines 
sallydines4120@gmail.com 

724-584-3300 
 

Puppy Referral 
Pat Depp 
412-931-0590 

Program 
Vacant 
Accepting Club Member  

Ideas and Requests to  
board members  

Rescue Liaison 
John Osheka 
412-977-3870 

Specialty 
Pat Depp 
412-931-0590 

Tammy Tomlinson 
724-238-4335 
 

     

 

Please email pictures of your dogs that can be used in future issues to sallydines4120@gmail.com  

 
 

GOLDEN GAIT - Greater Pittsburgh Golden Retriever Club, Inc.- Sally Dines, Editor – Candy Verduce Co-Editor 

President 

Pat Depp 
21 Norwich Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA  15229 

412-931-0590 

Vice-President 

Candy Verduce 
430 Duff Road 
Sewickley  PA  15143 

412-951-7577 

Secretary 

Roseanna Frankowski 
55 Marlin Dr West 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 

412-531 1424 
 

Treasurer 

Sheryl Cooper 
218 Park Place 
Pittsburgh PA  15237 

412-369-7275 

 Marcy Kronz      
             407 Fairview Ave. 
          Pittsburgh PA  15220 

                 412-377-7153 

        Denise McGill 
         639 Pacek Rd. 
   Greensburg PA  15601 

         724-309-0684 
  
 

                        John Osheka 
120 Merritt Dr. 

Butler PA  16001 

412-977-3870 
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