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Feb 13 - 7pm
Feb 15 – 10:30 am
March 19th – 7pm
(Holy Family Manor)
June 18 - 21
July 17-19

President's Report
Valentine’s Day Flyer
Encountering a Coyote with your dog
Breeding Beyond the Basics
Membership Renewal
Specialty Flyer
Basic Dog Biscuits
Summer Mountain Cluster
Show Dogs Like a Professional

Any brags, pictures or other information you
would like to share with the club via the
monthly newsletter, please email Sally Dines a
week before the month ends. Her email is

sallydines4120@gmail.com.

Plan on joining in for the Annual
Valentine’s Day Party! See more
information in the flyer.

Don’t forget our Valentines Party at Holy Family of Nazareth. It’s a great place to socialize
with your puppies and meet some really nice residents. They look forward to this every
year. It is scheduled for Feb. 15th from 10:30-11:30 A.M. with lunch afterwards. You must
put your dogs in the car or crate them before coming for lunch. Lunch is $5.00. Let Darlene
or Kaitlynn McGowan know you will be staying for lunch. Their contact info is in the flyer.
We will be handing out Awards at our March meeting at Holy Family of Nazareth. The
address is:
301 Bellevue Rd
Pgh. Pa. 15229
We will have Pizza and drinks. Please try to attend the meeting and receive your plaques or
certificates there. Plaques will not be mailed out.
Don’t forget our Specialty in June. Anyone that wants to learn about Golden’s this is the
place to be. By the time Sun. comes you will be flooded with Golden thoughts. The dates
are June 18-19-20-21st.
Dues are due now. Please send them to our Membership Chairperson – Grace West. You can
go to our website and download the application. It is also included in this newsletter.
So far we have had a mild winter. I surly hope we aren’t slammed in Feb. with snow.
Anyhow, it won’t last forever. Enjoy your Golden’s and give them a big hug. They need it.
Sincerely,
Pat Depp, GPGRC Pres.

13th Annual Valentine’s Day Party
When: February 15th 2020
10:30- 11:30 – Visiting
11:45 Lunch and Gifts!
Where: Holy Family Manor:
301 Bellevue Road Pittsburgh PA
All are welcome at this event; dogs need to be
friendly and controlled
RSVP by February 8th to Darlene McGowan
Lunch reservations are required- payable in cash at
the event (5 dollars per person)
Contacts: Darlene and Kaitlynn McGowan
dgm5861@msn.com
Kaitlynnmcgowan@icloud.com
(412-825-4088)

Valentine’s Day Party
At the 2020 annual Valentine’s Day Party for the Sisters of the
Holy Family of Nazareth, we will be presenting each resident with
party favors, which will include candy and other snacks! This
event is an opportunity to brighten the lives of the residents. If you
have never had the opportunity to attend this event, we strongly
encourage you to do so.
This event is also a way for the club to thank them for the use of
their facility as our monthly meeting site.
Kaitlynn and I are so excited to plan this event and would
appreciate any and all cash donations to make this event a
success.

Donations can be sent to Darlene McGowan at 481
Eastview Drive, North Huntingdon, Pa 15642.

THANK YOU

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ENCOUNTER A COYOTE WHILE WALKING YOUR
DOG
Many urban residents see coyotes or have interactions with coyotes while out walking their dog.
Coyotes are rarely interested in humans, but add a dog to the mix and their interest is piqued. Larger
dogs may be viewed as competition or threat, while smaller dogs may be viewed as potential prey.
When it comes to urban coyotes, what most park officials will tell you is that keeping the peace isn’t
about managing coyotes, it’s about managing people. If urban residents know what to expect and how
to alter their behavior to avoid interactions with coyotes, conflicts can be dramatically reduced.

FOUR BASIC RULES FOR WALKING DOGS IN COYOTE TERRITORY
1.

Keep your dog on a 6-foot leash.
This length is long enough to let your dog have some freedom but not so long that you can’t
easily control your dog should you need to, especially at a moment’s notice. Retractable leashes
are of little help to a dog owner, since it is very difficult to reel your dog back in if they are pulling
on a long line way ahead of you.

2.

Avoid areas known to have coyote activity, especially during breeding and pupping season.
If there are signs posted or you’ve heard neighbors report coyotes sighted in a certain area, make
the common sense decision to avoid walking your dog in those areas. This is especially
important during pupping season when mother and father coyotes will be more defensive of their
den sites.

3.

Stick to open trails and open paths, and avoid areas with thick brush.
Going off trail, following game trails, or heading into areas where there is thick brush lining the
path increases your chances of running into coyotes. Staying on trail in open areas gives you
plenty of time to spot and react to a coyote.

4.

Avoid walking your dog at sunrise and sunset hours.
Coyotes are naturally active during the day, though urban coyotes usually switch to nocturnal
behavior. Either way, they are often active at twilight hours. If you’re walking your dog during
sunrise or sunset, be aware that it increases your chances of an interaction with a coyote.

If you follow these simple rules, you’re way ahead of the game in enjoying a quiet walk with your dog with
little chance of seeing, let alone interacting with a coyote. Truly, the most important rule is simply following
all leash laws. Even if there is an area of open space where dogs are allowed off leash, unleash your dog
ONLY if your dog has a solid and reliable recall. This simple behavior alone would send the number of dogcoyote conflicts plummeting.

Unfortunately, not everyone is going to abide by leash laws, now will many people stop using retractable
leashes that allow a small dog to wander a dozen feet or more away from their owner – far enough for a
coyote to feel minimal threat from a human while eyeing the small dog as a possible meal. Large natural
areas that welcome off-leash dogs are also welcoming to coyotes, and thus create the possibility for dogcoyote interactions and conflict.
In these areas and situations with a higher likelihood of running into coyotes, it is important to know what to
do if you do if you come across one.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU AND YOUR DOG ENCOUNTER A COYOTE
1.

Leash your dog.
Pick up and carry small dogs. It is important to have full control over your dog so that they do not
run toward, away from, or otherwise engage the coyote.

2.

Stand tall and assertive.
Coyotes are way of humans and your presence is usually enough to drive off a coyote. Maintain
eye contact. Do not turn your back on the coyote and do not run. Running away can trigger a
coyote’s prey drive and may cause him or her to chase you.

3.

Haze the coyote until it leaves the area.
This may come easy to some but to others seem abusive or unkind. But every coyote advocate
will agree, the kindest thing you can do for a coyote is to scare it away, especially if he or she is
overyly curious about dogs. Keeping up a coyote’s natural fear of humans is the only way to keep
urban coyotes alive, for a coyote that becomes too brazen is sure to end up euthanized.
Haze the coyote by yelling, stomping your feet, shaking a jacket or noise maker, popping an
umbrella, flashing a flashlight, tossing rocks or branches at the ground near the coyote and
anything else that will frighten the coyote off. If the coyote freezes, or runs a little way away and
turns to watch you again, continue hazing and moving toward the coyote until he or she leaves the
area entirely. Then calmly and assertively walk out of the area.
If it is breeding and pupping season (which is between the months of February and July) you may
be near a den and considered a threat. Do not haze coyotes as normal, because coyotes will
defend their den site and you’ll only be escalating a situation, causing undue stress on the coyote
and potentially forcing a coyote to act out defensively. During these months, the best thing to do
is to slowly and calmly walk away without ever turning your back on the coyote. Stay tall and
assertive as you leave the area, even if it means walking backwards. Coyotes will sometime follow
you for a distance to escort you out of their territory, and turning your back may invite them to
come closer to hurry you on your way. Maintaining eye contact and assertive posture keeps
things balanced by letting the coyote know they do not have the upper hand while still respecting
the coyotes defense of their den site.

4.

Report overly brazen coyotes.
If a coyote comes too close, follows you for too long, acts overly assertive or does not respond to
hazing, report the coyote to the city authorities. The coyote may have become habituated to
humans or is being fed by someone, which can result in aggressive behavior. It may be that the
coyote can be hazed off by city officials to reverse its behavior or, as unfortunately is often the
case, may have to be removed.
The media is rather one-sided when it comes to coyotes, reporting with sensationalistic fervor all
the instances that coyotes have conflicts with pets, but ignoring the instances where an encounter
is harmless, or a coyote is actually defending itself or territory against an intruding dog, rather
than being the aggressor. This results in myths and misconceptions about life among coyotes.
While there can be misunderstanding about what is happening during an encounter, what is
readily apparent is that the best thing for humans, dogs and coyotes living in the same area is to
minimize the possibility of an encounter. Play your role in maintaining a coyote’s fear of humans,
and by extension, maintaining distance from pets.

MORE WAYS TO KEEP YOUR PET SAFE
In addition to knowing what to do when your dog is on leash, you can also take steps to keep
coyotes away from your neighborhood and your pets safe at home. These steps include:

Do not let your pet outside alone, especially at night.

Do not keep pet food outside.

Haze coyotes every time you see them, regardless of if you have a pet with you (unless it
is during pupping season).

Avoid having any attractants in your yard, which means picking up fallen fruit from trees,
cleaning the BBQ grill, securing lids on trash cans, covering your compost piles, and
removing anything else that might be a food, water, or shelter source for coyotes.

BREEDING…….BEYOND THE BASICS
DR. ROBERT HUTCHISON, DVM
APRIL 11, 2020 8:00am – 4:30pm
Dr. Robert Hutchison, DVM, is a world renowned reproduction specialist. This seminar will
cover steps to successful breedings, BUT THEN GOES BEYOND THE BASICS of
breeding to cover many of the problems breeders encounter during breeding, gestation and
the first 8 weeks of puppyhood. Discussion will cover such issues as pyometritis, hydrops,
mastitis, etc., and how to recognize early signs before they become life threatening. Factors
affecting neonatal mortality and fetal risks will be addressed. Have a puppy that is not
gaining weight? Is it a fading puppy syndrome, coccidia, giardia, just not nursing? Learn the
early signs and what you can do.
Group participation will be encouraged. Questions may be sent in ahead of time and will be
addressed as will questions taken from the audience.
Date: Saturday, April 11, 2020
Time: 8:00am – 4:30pm.
Location: Oak Shadow Kennels, 7665 Middle Run Rd. NE, Dover, Ohio 44622
Cost: $85.00 (Breakfast and lunch included)

BRING CHAIR

Make checks payable to CVGRC (Cuyahoga Valley Golden Retriever Club
Deadline for registration: April 6, 2020

*********************************************************
Registation Form….PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name:_____________________________ Email Address_________________
Address:________________________________ Phone:__________________
Questions/Topics you would like addressed_________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Return to Vicki White, 570 Unger Rd., Atwater, Ohio 44301 (330-819-5568)

Membership renewal is due by
March 1st, 2020

Bored with winter ?…….. take some time and bake a little for your dogs

Basic Dog Biscuits
These basic biscuits can be customized to cater to your canine’s palette
Ingredients
• 2 ½ cups whole wheat flour (substitute regular flour or oats if your dog is sensitive to wheat)
• 1 tsp. salt (or less)
• 1 egg
• 1 tsp. Beef or chicken Bouillon granules (can substitute beef or chicken broth/stock)
• ½ cup hot water
Optional Add ins
• Bacon or chicken broth, eggs, oats, liver powder, wheat germ, shredded cheese, bacon bits
Directions
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees
2. Dissolve bouillon in hot water
3. Add remaining ingredients
4. Knead dough until it forms a ball (approximately 3 minutes)
5. Roll dough until ½ inch thick
6. Cut into slices or bone shapes (you can purchase a bone shaped cookie cutter to make shapes with)
7. Place dough pieces on lightly greased cookie sheet
8. Cook for 30 minutes
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Summer Mountain Cluster 4-Day AKC Dog Show
August 13-16, 2020
8 a.m.—5 p.m. Daily
$5.00 Parking a Car per Day, Admission is FREE
Allegany County Fairgrounds, Cumberland, MD 21502

Meet National Canine Celebrities at your own local dog show!

New in 2020 Dock Diving
August 13-16, 2020
8 a.m.—5 p.m. Daily
$5.00 Parking a Car per Day, Admission is FREE
Allegany County Fairgrounds, Cumberland, MD 21502

For More Details
http://www.facebook.com/UPVKC
http://www.facebook.com/FrostburgDogPark
www.upvkc.org

Golden Retrieve Club of America (GRCA)
All Golden lovers are encouraged to join our Parent Club, GRCA. The GR News is published bi-monthly by
the GRCA and contains educational articles, provides a forum for issues of interest to Golden owners,
highlights Golden accomplishments and contains correspondent columns from the Member Clubs across the
country. Contact the Editor for more information.

GREATER PITTSBURGH GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB (GPGRC)


Member club of the Golden retriever Club of America, Inc. (GRCA)
Master National Retriever Club (MNRC)
Pennsylvania Federation of Dog Clubs, Inc. (PFDC)



Licensed by the American Kennel Club (AKC) for Conformation Shows and Obedience, Rally and Agility
Trials and Hunt Tests.

General Membership Meeting is held the third Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m.
Membership applications are available from the Membership Chairperson. Attendance at two Club functions
(one being a General Membership Meeting) and endorsement of two Club Members is required before an
application can be accepted. Dues are: Regular Membership (individual) - $25.00, a second adult – an
additional $13.00. Associate Membership (individual) - $15.00, a second adult – an additional $8.00. Junior
Membership - $1.00. Completed applications and dues are to be submitted to the Membership Chair.
Newsletter is posted monthly on the Club’s Website at www.gpgrc.org. Club members may request printed,
mailed copies of the Golden Gait for a fee of $20 per year.
Litter advertisements are accepted from Club Members only on a space available basis. (Fees are full page $10; half page - $5; quarter page - $2.50.) Refer to the Puppy Referral Policy and Breeder Code of Ethics for
required clearances.
In summary, puppy referral is a service provided to GPGRC Members only. (1) Both sire and dam must be
two years of age or older at the time of breeding; (2) copies of eye clearances within one year of breeding
must be supplied; and (3) an OFA numbers for hips and elbows must be submitted. Also hearts must be
evaluated by an approved veterinary cardiologist.
Acceptance and use of the information provided by GPGRC constitutes an acknowledgment that the user
hereby releases and indemnifies the GPGRC and its Officers, Directors, Members and Agents from any and
all liability and damages sustained by the user as a result of any information obtained from this organization.
Title/Award Record Form should be filled out and sent to the Accomplishments Recorder for all Conformation,
Obedience, Tracking, Agility, Rally, Field Events or Community Service Events before they can be reported in
the Newsletter.

General Meeting
We periodically have meetings at the Sisters of Holy Family of Nazareth, 301 Bellevue Rd 15229. The meetings are announced
in the newsletter, website and via email. Guests are Welcome! Meeting begins at 7:30 P.M.
Directions from I-279: Take exit 12 toward US 19/Perrysville Ave. At Perrysville Avenue, turn left. Go approximately .8 mile and
turn left onto Bellevue Road (Sunoco Station on corner). Go approximately .5 mile and turn right to stay on Bellevue Road. End
at 301 Bellevue Road. Entrance to complex is one way. Sign will direct you to building. Yellow brick building behind large red
brick building is the meeting place. There is an open parking lot or 2 deck parking garage available.
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Please email pictures of your dogs that can be used in future issues to sallydines4120@gmail.com
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